ENGLISH 10 / Winter Break Homework
Required:  Check off each task as you complete it:
· Read Chapter 12 in the book
· Answer these questions on lined paper or the back of this handout: What does Scout learn about Calpurnia and the black residents of Maycomb in Ch. 12? What does the reader learn about them?

· Read Chapter 12-14 summaries

· Read Chapter 15 in the book
· Read Chapter 15-16 summaries
· Do Ch. 15-17 Study Guide #1, 2, and 3
· Read Chapter 17-22 in the book
· Read Chapter 17-26 summaries

· Do Ch. 18-21 Study Guide #1, 2, 3, and 6
· Do Ch. 22-25 Study Guide #1 and 2
Optional (extra credit):

· Read Chapters 12-26 in the book and the summaries in this packet.
· Complete all of the study guide questions for Chapters 15-25
After Break: When we return to school after Winter Break, we will complete the unit for the novel.
Jan. 3 – 6:  Finish reading book

Jan. 9 – 13: Culminating Project and Exam Prep

Jan. 18 – 20: Exams
Chapters 12-14
As summer begins, Jem is now too old to be bothered by his little sister, which causes Scout great dismay. To add to Scout’s disappointment, Dill won’t be coming to Maycomb this summer, although Calpurnia eases her loneliness somewhat. With Atticus at a special session of the state legislature, Calpurnia takes the children to church with her. Upon their return from church, they find Aunt Alexandra waiting on the porch for them. She announces that at Atticus’ request, she’s coming to live with them for “a while.” Aunt Alexandra goes to great pains to educate the children in the importance of the Finch breeding, going so far as to have Atticus deliver an uncharacteristic speech—a speech he later takes back—to Scout and Jem.

As Scout innocently recounts her trip to Calpurnia’s church for Atticus, Aunt Alexandra is mortified and flat out refuses Scout’s request to go to Calpurnia’s house. With Scout out of the room, she comments that they really don’t need a housekeeper now that she’s come to stay, recommending that Atticus let Calpurnia go. Now it’s Atticus’ turn to flat out deny Alexandra’s request. Jem and Scout retreat to let the adults work out their differences, but end up in a fistfight with each other. Sent to bed early, Jem and Scout get themselves ready for sleep. Crossing the floor in the darkened room, Scout feels what she thinks is a snake. Jem discovers that the “snake” is Dill with a fantastic story of his runaway voyage to Maycomb. Jem calls Atticus who arranges for Dill to spend the night.

Chapter 15

Dill’s mother gives him permission to spend the summer in Maycomb and the children begin to enjoy their time together. Then Sheriff Tate and a group of other men come by the house to tell Atticus that Tom Robinson is being moved to the county jail and that there may be trouble. That Sunday night, Atticus heads into town, which gives Jem a funny feeling. At bedtime, he, Scout, and Dill walk downtown themselves to see what’s happening. They find Atticus sitting outside Tom Robinson’s cell and turn to head home when a group of men arrive to confront Atticus. Not realizing the danger of the situation, Scout runs into the middle of the mob. After a few tense moments, she begins a conversation with Walter Cunningham’s father, which causes the men to retreat, and very likely saves Atticus’ life. 

Chapter 16

The next morning, the day the trial is set to begin, Atticus and Scout talk about mob mentality, and, over Aunt Alexandra’s protests, he thanks the children for appearing when they did. He asks the children to stay away from the courthouse during the trial, but by noon, their curiosity has the better of them, and they, along with Dill, head for the courthouse where the trial is about to get underway. They can’t find a seat in the courtroom, so Reverend Skyes offers them seats in “the Colored balcony,” which they gladly accept. Finally, readers are introduced to Judge Taylor, who the children earlier discovered—much to their surprise—appointed Atticus to defend Tom Robinson.

Read Chapters 17 through 22 in your book.  This is a very important section, and contains a great deal of information about the trial, the characters, and the town of Maycomb.  Then read the following summaries of those chapters to be sure you understood the main ideas.
The trial begins. Heck Tate is the first witness. Under cross-examination, he admits that a doctor was never called to the scene to examine Mayella Ewell. Bob Ewell takes the stand next and causes a stir in the courtroom with his bad attitude and foul language. Mr. Ewell is not shaken from his story, but Atticus carefully plants the seed that Mr. Ewell himself could’ve beaten Mayella. Mayella takes the stand next. Even though Atticus believes that she’s lying, he treats her with courtesy and respect; Mayella thinks that he’s making fun of her. Her testimony soon proves that Mayella is unused to gentility and common courtesy. Atticus asks Tom to stand up so that Mayella may identify him; as he does, Scout notices that Tom’s left arm is withered and useless—he could not have committed the crime in the way it was described. The state rests its case. 

Atticus calls only one witness—Tom Robinson. Tom tells the true story, being careful all the while not to come right out and say that Mayella is lying. However, Tom makes a fatal error when he admits under cross-examination that he, a black man, felt sorry for Mayella Ewell. Dill has a very emotional response to Mr. Gilmer’s questioning and leaves the courtroom in tears. Scout follows Dill outside, where they talk with Dolphus Raymond, who reveals the secret behind his brown bag and his drinking. Scout and Dill return to the courtroom in time to hear the last half of Atticus’s impassioned speech to the jury. Just as Atticus finishes, Calpurnia walks into the courtroom and heads toward Atticus.

Calpurnia brings a note telling Atticus that Scout and Jem are missing, which causes him great concern until Mr. Underwood tells him that the children are in the courtroom—in the Colored balcony. Calpurnia scolds the children all the way home, but Atticus says that they can return to hear the jury’s verdict. 

Jem is convinced that the jury will acquit Tom Robinson after the evidence Atticus presented. After the verdict, Jem leaves the courtroom stunned, angry, and crying. The African-American community loads the Finch family with food for defending Tom so valiantly, which surprises the children because Atticus didn’t win. Atticus tells Jem not to be disheartened because he will appeal Tom’s case, and they stand a much better chance of winning on appeal. The neighborhood is abuzz with talk of the trial, and Miss Stephanie questions the children relentlessly until Miss Maudie sides with Atticus and puts an end to the discussion. 

ChapterS 23-26
In the days following the trial, Bob Ewell publicly threatens Atticus, which frightens the children. However, Atticus uses the opportunity to further educate his children on the ways of the world. As they look forward to the appeal, Scout asks if Walter Cunningham can come over to play, which Aunt Alexandra firmly refuses to allow. In the process, Aunt Alexandra hurts Scout’s feelings horribly, prompting Jem to guess why Boo Radley chooses to stay inside.

Aunt Alexandra invites Scout to attend her Missionary Society meeting. Scout helps Calpurnia serve refreshments and tries to join the ladies in conversation. The women, with the exception of Miss Maudie, gently corner Scout with their questions, taking great delight in her responses. Just about the time Scout decides that she prefers the company of men, Atticus interrupts the meeting with the news that Tom Robinson has been killed in an attempted escape. 

In the kitchen, Atticus asks Calpurnia to accompany him to give the news to Tom’s wife, Helen. Aunt Alexandra is almost apologetic for Atticus, but Miss Maudie takes her to task, defending him. Scout rejoins the party with Aunt Alexandra and Miss Maudie, determined to act like a lady in the face of grim circumstances. Helen takes the news about Tom badly; the rest of Maycomb has mixed reactions. Bob Ewell is vocal about his glee at Tom’s death, saying, “it made one down and about two more to go.” 

School starts again with Jem in the seventh grade and Scout in the third. Scout notices that the Radley house is still stark and  depressing, but no longer as frightening as it once was. She and Jem have been through too much to be rattled by the thought of Boo Radley. At school, Scout’s teacher, Miss Gates, talks with the class about Adolph Hitler and laments the persecution of the Jews. Later, Scout remembers that she overheard Miss Gates making racist remarks about African-Americans after Tom’s trial. When Scout questions Jem about this dichotomy, he becomes very angry and tells Scout never to mention the trial again. Scout then goes to Atticus who provides some consolation.
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To Kill a Mockingbird / Study Guide Ch. 15-17

1. What did Mr. Heck Tate's mob want?
2. What was the purpose of Walter Cunningham's mob?
3. Why did Mr. Cunningham's mob leave?
4. Identify Mr. Dolphus Raymond.
5. Identify Tom Robinson, Mr. Gilmer, Bob Ewell, Mayella Ewell, and Judge Taylor.
6. What was the importance of Mayella's bruises being primarily on the right-hand side of her face?
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To Kill a Mockingbird / Study Guide Ch. 18-21
1. What was Mayella's account of the incident with Tom Robinson?
2. What was Tom's side of the story?
3. What was Tom's handicap? Why was it important to his case?
4. What do Dill and Scout learn from Mr. Raymond?
5. What were Atticus' closing remarks to the jury?
6. What was the jury's verdict?
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To Kill a Mockingbird / Study Guide Ch. 22-25
1. Why did Jem cry?
2. What was "'round the back steps" when Calpurnia came in on Monday morning?
3. What was the significance of Maudie's two little cakes and one large one?
4. Describe Bob Ewell's meeting with Atticus at the post office.
5. What is Atticus' reaction to Ewell's threats?
6. Alexandra doesn't want Scout playing with Walter Cunningham. Why not?
7. Jem said. "I think I'm beginning to understand why Boo Radley's stayed shut up in the house all this time . . . it's because he wants to stay inside." Why does he say that?
8. Mrs. Merriweather of the missionary circle complains about her cooks and field hands.  What does that tell us about her?
9. What happened to Tom Robinson?
10. What more do we learn about Alexandra after Atticus and Calpurnia leave?
11. What did Mr. Underwood's editorial say?
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To Kill a Mockingbird / Study Guide Ch. 26-31
1. What was Scout's fantasy regarding Arthur (Boo) Radley?
2. What did Scout hear Miss Gates say at the courthouse? In class, Miss Gates said,  "That's the difference between America and Germany. We are a democracy and Germany is a dictatorship. . . . We don't believe in persecuting anybody. Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced."  What does this tell us about Miss Gates?
3. What happened to Judge Taylor?
4. What happened to Helen Robinson?
5. What was Scout's part in the pageant?
6. Why did Scout and Jem not leave the school until almost everyone else had gone?
7. What happened to Jem and Scout on the way home from the pageant?
8. Who saved Jem and Scout? Who killed Bob Ewell?
9. Why did Heck Tate insist that Bob Ewell fell on his own knife?
10. Scout arranged things so that "if Miss Stephanie Crawford was watching from her upstairs window, she would see Arthur Radley escorting [her] down the sidewalk, as any gentleman would do." Why did she do that?
11. As Scout leaves the Radley porch, she looks out at the neighborhood and recounts events of the last few years from the Radleys' perspective. Why is that important?
