ENGLISH 12.1 / Macbeth Culminating Project
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OBJECTIVE:  Demonstrate strong writing skills and deep knowledge of a major theme of William Shakespeare’s Macbeth in a formal essay covering this prompt:


Some themes from which you may choose:
· Ambition

· Guilt

· Good vs. Evil

· Tragedy from Power (corruption)

· Appearance vs. Reality

· Relationship of Thought to Action

· Lust for Power
· Blood
· The role of the supernatural

October 2012

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	15

Finish reading Act V

Watch film
	16

Finish film
	17

Write in class
	18

Media Center Alcove to type paper
	19

Media Center Alcove to type/edit/revise paper

*Also: Shakespeare performance 10am @Auditorium

	22
Peer revision workshop in classroom
	23
Break from paper – guest speaker presentation in class
	24
Media Center Alcove to make final revisions & print paper

*Paper due @3:30 for full credit – will lose 10% per day after deadline
	25
Review for Macbeth Unit Test


	26
Macbeth Unit Test


*Paper will lose 10% per day after the deadline, for a minimum of 50% credit on or after October 31. No papers will be accepted after Nov. 2 (the last day of 1st marking period).
Sample Outline:  The following outline is a good example of how to approach and organize your paper.

I. Introduction

a. Start with an engaging lead – a quote, scenario, question, definition, etc.

b. Focus reader’s attention on the theme you will develop.
c. End this paragraph with a strong THESIS STATEMENT that will direct the rest of your paper.
II. Body Paragraph #1 – (how the theme appears in the play) 
a. Strong topic sentence

b. 5+ supporting sentences with details/examples/explanation

c. Summative/”clincher” sentence that relates back to topic sentence or provides a final thought related to the topic sentence
*Most important section – may be more than one paragraph

III. Body Paragraph #2 – (how the theme relates to the theme of power and ambition)

a. Strong topic sentence; should start with a transition

b. 5+ supporting sentences with details/examples/explanation

c. Summative/”clincher” sentence that relates back to topic sentence or provides a final thought related to the topic sentence

IV.  Body Paragraph #3 – (how the theme develops the play as a tragedy or Macbeth as a tragic hero)

a. Strong topic sentence; should start with a transition

b. 5+ supporting sentences with details/examples/explanation

c. Summative/”clincher” sentence that relates back to topic sentence or provides a final thought related to the topic sentence

V. Body Paragraph #4 – (how the theme appears in an example of modern media)

a. Strong topic sentence; should start with a transition

b. 5+ supporting sentences with details/examples/explanation

c. Summative/”clincher” sentence that relates back to topic sentence or provides a final thought related to the topic sentence
VI. Conclusion

a. Restate thesis in different words

b. Mention comparisons/contrasts in the way the theme is presented in the play and your example of modern media

c. Summative/”clincher” sentence that relates back to the thesis or your comparison, or provides a final thought related to the thesis, or provides a final thought related to Shakespeare’s value to modern society (if relevant to your paper)
Using textual evidence, write an essay showing a theme that is present throughout the play, how it relates to the overarching theme of power and ambition (and/or how it develops the play as a tragedy), and how these themes are represented in an example of modern media.











