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Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence.

Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. In the living room Beneatha sits at the table, still surrounded by the now almost ominous packing carts.

2. Already, and after such a small defeat, you are worshipping despair.

3. What about all the crooks and petty thieves and just plain idiots who will come into power to steal and plunder the same as before.

4. "Ah-so this is what the New World hath finally wrought..."

5. Beneatha ignores the eccentricity of his actions and goes on with the monologue of insult.

6. The word "Man" has penetrated his consciousness; he mumbles...

7. You give him up for me? You done wrote his epitaph too-...

8. She flies to get it amid the general bustling of the family.

ominous menacing; threatening
despair hopelessness
plunder to rob of goods by force; loot
wrought shaped; made 
monologue long speech or talk made by one person 
penetrated pierced; affected; diffused
epitaph inscription on a tombstone; summary of a deceased person's life 
amid among; in the midst of 









