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 A Raisin in the Sun: Act I Vocabulary

Act One Scene One Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence.

Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.  Try not to look up the words; use the context clues available.
1. It's furnishings are typical and undistinguished.
2. The boy gives her an exasperated look for her lack of understanding and eats grudgingly.
3. Travis jabs his spoon into his cereal bowl viciously...
4. ..the mood has changed and he is vindicated, he does not, however move toward her…
5. This ain't no fly-by-night- proposition, baby. I mean we figured it out.
6. She closes the door with a sleepy vengeance and crosses to the table and sits down a little defeated.
7. She waits several seconds, trying to make up her mind about something, and looks at Ruth a little

tentatively.
8. Studying her mother-in-law furtively and concentrating on her ironing...
9. Dropping her hands in a futile gesture.
10. Everybody thinks it's all right for Mama to be a tyrant.
11. The radio is on and a Southside disk-jockey program is inappropriately filling the house with a
rather exotic saxophone blues.
12. You mean save them from heathenism.
13. Ruth comes in forlornly and pulls off her coat with dejection.
14. You wear it well...very well...mutilated hair and all.
15. Assimilationism is so popular in your country.
16. Insinuatingly to her daughter.
17. She sets the headdress on haphazardly.
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undistinguished 


exasperated 


viciously 



vindicated 



proposition 



vengeance 



tentatively 



furtively 



futile 



tyrant 



mutilated 



insinuatingly 


haphazardly 


inappropriately


assimilationism 

heathenism 

forlornly 



