ENGLISH 10.3 Multi-Cultural Research Project
Objective:  To complete an inquiry-driven research project connected to A Raisin in the Sun and the real world.  
(Let me break
 that down
 for you…)

SAMPLE RESEARCH PROJECTS
	Topic
	Research Question
	Connection to A Raisin in the Sun and the real world

	Lorraine Hansberry

*project would contain biographical info in addition to material related to the research question
	How did the writing of Langston Hughes influence the writing of Lorraine Hansberry?


	Examines two important African-American writers, relates to Harlem Renaissance and Civil Rights, and connects to the topics of racial oppression and generational poverty

	
	How did Lorraine Hansberry’s life impact her writing?
	Connects the writer’s life experience with racism to her inspiration to write the play

	
	
	

	The Great Migration

*project would define the term and provide context, as well as attempting to answer  the research question
	When and why did the Great Migration occur?


	Examines the African-American response to racism in the South; connects to setting of the play

	
	What lasting impact did the Great Migration have on the Midwestern United States?


	Examines the impact of southern racism on Midwestern demographics

	
	
	

	The American Dream
	
	

	
	
	

	Assimilation
	
	

	Afro-centrism
	
	

	Mythology
(Prometheus)
	
	

	Black History Month
	What is the origin/history of Black History Month?
	

	
	Why would anyone be against Black History Month?
	

	
	
	

	Civil Rights
	Were unfair housing practices common?


	

	
	Who were some of the lesser known, but still influential, people during the Civil Rights Movement?
	Expand knowledge of the time period beyond what is already known

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Hate Crimes
	What kind of bombings was Walter referring to, and what are some real-life examples?
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Healing

Racism
	
	

	Affirmative Action
	
	

	Jazz and/or Blues
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Sample Outline:

Introduction – Define topic and present research question 

Body of Project


Explain topic choice


Connect to the play with text evidence


Connect to the real world by answering research question

Conclusion – 

An “inquiry” is a question. This means you will write a RESEARCH QUESTION, 


and the purpose of your research will be to answer that question.


This will be easier for you if your research question is something about which you are genuinely curious.





The project may be CONNECTED TO A RAISIN IN THE SUN and THE REAL WORLD in many ways.  It could examine the inspiration behind the play, social issues represented in the play, or one of the play’s many themes. 


Your topic should have something to do with diversity or connections between cultures, such as Civil Rights, Black History Month, understanding and/or healing racism, embracing diversity, etc.   





RESEARCH means using credible, expert sources of information to get answers to your Research Question. Be sure to use your good summarizing, paraphrasing, and direct quotation skills so you are not guilty of plagiarism!





Your PROJECT can be in the form of a PowerPoint, Prezi, or Glogster.  It must contain multi-media (meaning more than just text – definitely pictures, but relevant videos, sound clips, charts/graphs, or timelines can all be good too, depending on your topic and your research question.)








