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Readto get the Gist

Rereadto find significant
moments

Read again to interpret
theideasin the text

Read again differently to
analyzethe author’s message.

=N ONN

Writeto leam: know, leam,
expressand track thinking

Writeto leam: selectand
explain ideas; reflect on writing
and thinking

Writeto develop interpretation
of ideas

‘Writelike: Write like the author
in imitation of the author’s
syntaxand grammatical structures

Write and Talk to demonstrate understanding of ideas and genre



There is a purpose and a plan for the way we work.  Doing well in school is not only about having the answers, but having a reliable process for finding the answers—a process for actively reading and understanding text beyond the surface level.  The Patterned Way of Working is that type of process.    Research shows that reading comprehension “is not simply a matter of hanging back and the meaning of the book will leap off the page. It’s about delving into the book and interacting with it to make meaning from the text.” (University of Pittsburgh, Institute for Learning website)
Question: Why do we use the Patterned Way of Working?
Answer: We use the Patterned Way because it is a research-based method of working smarter for deeper understanding.

Practice the Patterned Way with Langston Hughes’ poem, “Harlem.”

Read for the Gist.  


Read for Significance.  Identify and explain one or two moments you find important to the poem. (A moment is significant if it reveals something, indicates a change in the action or a character, contains a literary device [metaphor, irony, symbolism, etc.], hints at a theme, is related to a deeper meaning, etc.)

	SIGNIFICANT/IMPORTANT MOMENTS

(quote, passage, paraphrase, page/line #s)
	HOW THIS IS SIGNIFICANT/IMPORTANT TO THE TEXT

(what it reveals, the deeper meaning, how it hints at the theme, etc.)

	




















	




























































































Read to interpret.  Interpretive questions have more than one correct answer that can be supported with text evidence.


Read to analyze the author’s message or craft.  These questions are often about the literary devices used by the writer, and what s/he may have intended with their use.  Answering these questions requires that you can define and identify examples of the device in question, and be able to state some opinion or conclusion about how the device is used.


Act I : Read to get the Gist –  What is happening? Who are the characters? What do you know about them? How do you know it? 

	Character’s Name
	What I know about him/her:
	How I know it:

	Walter Lee Younger
	
	

	Mama
	
	

	Ruth Younger
	
	

	Beneatha Younger
	
	

	Travis Younger
	
	

	Willy
	
	

	Bobo
	
	


Why did Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her?

Why was Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money?

Walter said, "Damn my eggs . . . damn all the eggs that ever was!" Why?

Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000?

Why did Beneatha say she wouldn't marry George?

What was Beneatha's attitude towards God?

What happened to Ruth at the end of Act I Scene One?

What does the mention of Harlem imply about this poem?


																																																																																																		





What kinds of dreams might the speaker be suggesting?


																																																																																																		





What is happening in the poem?  Who is the speaker?  What is the poem about?


																																																																																																		








How does Hughes use similes in this poem?  


																																																																																																		





What is the tone of the poem?  What emotions are evoked?





																																																																																																		








